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As we wind down on another school year at Brownville/Glen Park Elementary, I want 
to take the opportunity to congratulate our Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten and Sixth 
Grade classes on their respective graduations.  Each graduation represents a special 
moment to celebrate their accomplishments.  

I would also encourage students to continue reading and spending time enjoying the 
outdoors during their vacation. For parents, take the opportunity to read with your 
children and if possible, visit museums, parks and other educational adventures in the 
area. 

Thank you to our PTO and many volunteers over the course of the school year.  Their 
support and help has played a key role in making the many functions, events and fund 
raisers successful.   

Please make sure that the following items are taken care of prior to end of the school 
year so that your student(s) can receive their report card, awards and any other end 
of the school year information prior to the last day of school. 

 Return Library Book(s) OR 

 Pay Library Book(s) lost Fee(s) 

 Cafeteria Fee(s) 

 Excuse(s) note(s) if/when Absent 

 

On behalf of the entire staff, best wishes to our Sixth Grade graduates as you enter the 
General Brown Junior- Senior High School. 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Joseph R. O’Donnell 



IT’S  

BOOK SWAP 

TIME!! 

Bring in your gently used books from home during the month of MAY to 

trade in for new ones during library class in June! 

Books must be school age appropriate and you must 

have parents’ permission 

To trade your books from home! 

Please limit your swaps to 10 books. 

Parents, if you are clearing out books and want to donate more, please 

bring to school  and make sure to let us know 

So we can credit your child for 10 books from the swap. 

If we get enough donations, 

Everyone will get to swap, even if you don’t bring in a book! 

 

Summer reading, here we 



Our Pre-K classes have been SO busy!!  

 

 Over the last few weeks, we have been gardeners, entomologists, and oceanog-

raphers.  The kids have planted many different things, from grass to flowers to vege-

tables.  We have learned how insects are necessary for many plants to grow.  We 

have even played with worms!  Gross, right??!!  They didn’t think so!  We have talked 

about pond habitats and now we are exploring the ocean.  One of our biggest les-

sons through all of this is that even though these different insects, plants, and ani-

mals look fun, pretty, or cool, we DO NOT touch any of them because that doesn’t 

mean they are safe.  We are loving our many adventures together and we hope the       

parents  are hearing all about everything we are learning! 

Mrs. Richard and Mrs. Hennigan 





We are starting to come into the home stretch in first grade. Our first 

graders continue to work hard preparing for second grade.  The children 

are also continuing to reach their pot of gold at the end of the rainbow 

word list. Keep practicing those words!! In the upcoming weeks we will 

learn about ocean animals and summertime fun. 

The children are looking forward to the end of the year field trip,          

celebrations and festivities!!    

We would also like to thank the parents/guardians for all of their support 

they have given their child to be a successful student in first grade. 

 

First Grade Team       

Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Hartle and Mr. Orcesi              

                                                 

 

 

 First grade friends!!! 



This has probably been the most exciting time of year for our 2nd graders!  We have incubators in 
our classrooms. We have also been learning about the life cycle of a chick and were able to      

experience the life cycle of a chick and a duck as it  happened! It has been quite an experience 
for our 2nd graders!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently we had an opportunity to visit our local hospital!   

We were able to go to the laundry room, emergency room, and have 

our very own casts put on! 

What an unbelievable way to draw the school year to a close!   

 

 

 

 

 

As summer approaches please continue to  

read with your child, practice sight words and math facts.   

Third grade is just around the corner!   

Miss Flint,  Mrs. Knight and Mrs. Pacini 



Third grade worked hard the third quarter preparing for the New York 

State tests.  We reviewed and worked on our reading and math skills. We 

have been helping our students have a deeper understanding of concepts. 

We learned about Vikings and Ancient Romans.  Most recently we 

learned about Native Americans of  North America.  The module helped 

us learn about these different cultures. 

     As we enter our last quarter of school, we will be getting our students 

ready for next year by helping them become more independent and     

prepared for the rigor of fourth grade. We will also have some fun! We 

are planning a field trip to Minna Anthony Nature Center on June 10th.  

We will learn about how the glaciers created the Thousand Islands.  The 

trip includes a hike and lunch at the park.  

   Please help you child read throughout the summer. Many kids need to 

practice their multiplication and division facts.  A weekly trip to the      

library can help your child stay excited about reading and promote       

responsibility. The best thing you can do to help your child prepare for 

fourth grade is READ!   

 

 

Thanks for a great year!! 

Mrs. Burgess, Mrs. Campany and Mrs. Delano  



Can you believe that the third marking period has come and gone? We are in the 
home stretch! We have a trip planned for June 11th to visit the Agricultural Museum at Stone 
Mills for Farmer Boy Days. There we will learn about the history of farming in our area as we 
visit a one-room schoolhouse, make butter, pump water, and complete other activities just 
like farmers did in Colonial America. This field trip correlates nicely with our Social Studies 
and English Language Arts curricula. 

In math, we are working on metric measurement, converting metric units, and will 
soon start decimals. In Science, we are exploring physical science topics like matter, mass, 
volume, length, force and motion, and electricity. We are also working in teams to research 
animal adaptations as a part of our PBL project (Project Based Learning). In English Language 
Arts, we are reading the novel Farmer Boy. This novel is a great in-depth study of life in      
Colonial America.  

In the classroom, our students continue to work hard. We completed the New York 
State Tests in Math and ELA. The New York State Assessment in Science will be held in     
May/June. We are very proud of our hardworking students!  

 We are so happy that spring is finally here! Please remind your child that flip flops are 
not allowed on the playground. Sneakers are the best shoes for outdoor recess.  

We’d like to wish everyone a safe, enjoyable summer. Some things that may help      
students retain their growth over the summer are: 

Visit the library and read enjoyment books every day. 

Keep a daily journal or write to a pen pal regularly. 

Have students use map skills when planning family trips. Let them be the map     
reader. 

Use the internet games like those found on “fact monster” to reinforce math skills. 

Mrs. Ahlheim, Mrs. Hunt and Mrs. Nichols 



Science - We finished up our research and notes on the barn owl and will begin learning about owl         
pellets.  After learning about owl pellets, partners will carefully dissect an owl pellet, identify and sort prey 
bones, and finally reconstruct one of the prey skeletons.  This is always a fun and exciting way to learn 
about ecosystems and food webs. 

 
 

Math - We finished up the NYS Test and i-Ready assessments and will now focus on review.  This time of 
year allows us to go back and readdress difficult skills such as dividing and multiplying fractions.  The extra 

review and practice helps students better prepare for 6th grade. 
 

Social Studies- We have been learning about the Europeans and how their movement Eastward across 
the Atlantic Ocean impacted the Native American.  We have discussed how diseases, the Columbian      
Exchange and now the sugar industry all impacted these peoples way of life both positively and negatively. 
      Our next unit will be about the 3 branches of the United States government.  We will discuss what they 
are and what they do. Our unit on economics will be built into ELA as we introduce students to a Project 
Based Learning groups assignment about bananas. 
 

ELA- In ELA, we have all been engrossed in different novels.  Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs. Bucher have been 
reading and learning how to use context clues to reveal the corrupt intentions of the Mayor in City of Ember, 
which Mr. Worden read earlier in the year.  Mr. Worden is currently traveling back in time and exposing his 
students to what the world of segregation was like in Maniac Magee. It’s impressive to see how engaged 
students become in these novels and how much of the content they internalize and their ability to make     
connections to the world we live in today.  Once we have finished these novels, we will begin our PBL     
project, which focuses on the many concepts within the trade industry.  

Example of 

Reconstructed 

Owl pellet 

 

Mrs. Bucher, Mrs. Hamilton and Mr. Worden 



Sixth  grade students have been working hard on challenging 

math content and reading content over the past few months.  

They successfully completed NYS tests and worked hard all 

year long to prepare for them.  The students have been       

challenged to recall what they know and build on it, in hopes 

that it helps prepare them for 7th grade math. In Social Studies 

we have finished up the Ancient Civilization of India where 

we learned about Buddhism and Hinduism which includes 

meditation, reincarnation, and the concept of karma/dharma. 

Then we explored Ancient Greece and learned about the birth of democracy. We 

are now learning about Ancient Rome and will be writing an obituary of a Roman 

emperor.   

Projects and presentations for our severe weather project were a success, students 

worked hard on this to inform and illustrate weather conditions.  Science has been 

full of Earth investigations. We have been learning about weathering, erosion,    

deposition, minerals and rocks. Students have been identifying characteristics of 

both minerals and rocks. Soon, we will be working with the layers of the Earth,    

atmosphere, and tectonic plates. Once we have all the facts about the movement of 

plate tectonics we will learn about volcanoes towards the end of the year!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you from the 6th grade teaching team for all the support you have given                 
throughout the year ! 

Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Robinson and Mrs. Russell 



PHYS ED 

 

Mr. Knowlton and Ms. Labiendo 

Physical Education Classes have been working hard on improving their physical fitness. 
Students have been participating in exercises and games to increase muscular and             
cardiovascular endurance/strength.  

 The students in Physical Education class will be performing physical fitness tests in the 
month of May. Students are encouraged to practice physical fitness tests components on 
their own outside of school. Staying active now that the weather is finally cooperating  
hopefully is much easier.  

 Students in grades 4-6 will be participating in the Presidential Physical fitness Test. In 
this test Students fitness scores are compared against children their own age across the 
country. If a student is within the norm of fitness scores across the board they will receive a 
National Physical Fitness Award. If a student if above the norm they will receive a             
Presidential Physical Fitness Award, which is a high honor. The Physical Education Staff highly 
recommends parents to inquire about The Presidential Physical Fitness test to encourage 
participation. 

 Students in Grades K-3 participate in the Mr. Peanut Physical fitness assessment.     
Students are assessed in areas that encompass the near future Presidential Physical Fitness 
test areas. Students are encouraged to compete against their beginning of the school year 
scores and improve upon them at this time of year. 

 Students should be prepared to go outside everyday from now till the end of year. A 
warm sweatshirt, old sneakers, and old jeans/sweats may be a good idea on days that your 
child has Physical Education.  

The Physical Education staff hopes that the nice weather allows everyone to get out 
and stay active.  

Mr. Knowlton and Ms. Labiendo 



Library News 

What’s new in the library?  Even though it’s the end of the year, we’re still 

learning new things and reviewing library manners and procedures.   

Our fifth and sixth graders have been working on either research projects or 

creative projects based on a favorite book.  Third and fourth grades have 

been adding to their ELA and library skills.  

 Our youngest library visitors are always busy.  What’s the difference          

between real and fantasy?  Ask any Kindergarten, first, and or second    

grader, and they’ll explain it to you!   

 

Finally, just a few end of the year reminders:  

our last day to take out a book will be , 

 and all books are due to the library by .   

Our book swap will begin after June 7.  It’s not too late to bring in any     

gently used books for the book swap. What’s old to you will mean a brand 

new reading adventure to another student.   

Mrs. Hardwick 



Kindergarteners just finished learning the elements of music.  

1
st

 graders learned about the instruments of the orchestra, and watched and analyzed “Carnival of the 

Animals” by Camille Saint-Saens. 

2
nd

 graders have been learning about string instruments from all around the world!  

3
rd

 graders have been studying musical form, which is like the blueprints of music!  We listened to lots of 

different kinds of music, and identified the form for each. 

4
th

 graders are reading about Dexter the Dragon, a little dragon in 4
th
 grade who is excited to be playing 

the recorder in music class!  Each short story has a song that goes with it.  We’re on the spooky song, 

“Dexter and the Cave Monster,” which is about the time Dexter met a monster recorder when        

practicing near a cave! 

5
th

 graders are practicing three songs for their little recorder presentation for the 3
rd

 graders, to show off 

all they’ve accomplished in the past two years, and to get the 3
rd

 graders excited about starting        

recorder next year! 

6
th

 graders are learning about famous composers in history, like Bach, Beethoven, and Mozart.  We’re 

listening to lots of great music! 

Congratulations to the chorus and band, for giving an outstanding Spring 

Concert on May 21st! 

Have a very musical summer!!! 
 

Ms. Davis and Mrs. Yost 



Keep Creating!! 

Mrs. Majo 



. 

                   All kids entering 7th and 12th grade must have      

the meningococcal vaccine. 

Without it, they can’t start school.          
About the Vaccine: 

• It’s not a new vaccine. It’s been recommended for a decade. 

• Most parents already choose to vaccinate their children. 

• What’s new is that the vaccine will be required for school entry 

as of Sept. 1, 2016. 

 

About Meningococcal Disease: 

• It causes bacterial meningitis and other serious diseases. 

 Teens and young adults are at greater risk. 
• It comes on quickly and without warning. 

• Its symptoms are similar to the flu. 

• Every case of this disease can result in death or 

long-term disability. 

Check with your doctor. Even kids who have had a shot before may 

need a booster to start school. 

To learn more, visit 

health.ny.gov/immunize 

Continued... 



          

 

Summer Sun 

 

Here are some tips for managing the summer sun: 

 

UV Rays are strongest in the middle of  the day.  Plan indoor 
activities at that time or look for shade to prevent sunburn. 

Cover the skin with a shirt AND sunscreen to avoid sunburn! 

Wear a hat – preferably one that covers the neck and ears.  
When wearing a baseball style hat, remember to apply    
sunscreen to the neck and ears. 

Sunglasses protect eyes from UV rays.  Look for sunglasses 
that wrap around and block nearly 100% of  UV rays. 

Use sunscreen!  Use a sunscreen with at least a SPF of  15 and 
UVA/UVB protection. 

This information and more is available at http://

www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm.  

      

              If you have any questions or concerns about the “happenings”  

in the Brownville Glen Park 

Health Office, give me a call at 779-2323. 

 

  Have a Healthy Summer! 

Mrs. Higgins 

School Nurse 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm


 

Thank you to all the Brownville Glen Park 
families that have supported the students and 
teachers this year.  Whether you fundraised, 
supervised an event, attended an event,   
participated in the SchoolStore or clipped 
Boxtops, we appreciate your help.   As the 
school year comes to an end and the    
Brownville Glen Park PTO embraces the 
changes of our buildings reconfiguring, we 
too are going to be looking a little different 
come fall.  But for now we are preparing for 
the endless bustle of June and the fun of 
Spirit Day, complete with a Flag Day           
ceremony, bounce fun for everyone and snow 
cones to keep us cool.                            
If only mother nature would stop the rain... 

 


